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Are we there yet dad?’ This 
cry is too-often heard 
by tired parents, as long 

journeys to holiday destinations 
are too long for restless children. 
In these days of carbon footprint 
awareness, what better than to 

holiday nearer to home? No long journey to 
the airport, no standing for hours in queues 
for check-in, and no sitting cooped-up for half 
a day at 34,000 feet. With a family-friendly 

‘ motorhome on your drive you can travel when 
you like, stop when it’s suitable, and move 
on somewhere else if the kids get bored. A 
‘van will be good for fun weekends too, not 
to mention days out to events when you’ll 
have all the comforts of home with you. Ever 
considered a holiday property for the family? 
This one’s not fixed in one place. Sure, you 
can visit your favourite haunt as much as 
you like, but out there are a whole host of 
destinations the family should love: why 

Family holidays by motorhome could well help to reduce your carbon footprint - 
and have stress-busting qualities too. This spacious Italian offers 
plenty of space for mum, dad and the sprogs 

struggle to and from Alton Towers in one day? 
Make the trip into a short break!

If you look at family ownership of 
motorhomes from this point of view, it starts to 
look like very good value for money indeed!

All of which brings us to this month’s Live-
in lovely, a spacious overcab coachbuilt with 
room for the family and a pair of sprog-friendly 
bunks across its rump. 

Italy is the home of McLouis - a company 
that offers a large range of coachbuilt 

LITTLE CARBON FOOTPRINTS
McLouis Tandy 640SE on 3.0-litre Fiat Ducato
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Words and pictures 
by Dave Hurrell

1 Darker wood and 
silver trim give the 

interior a classy look

2 Classic Pullman-based 
lounge gives way to 

kitchen and washroom, 
with transverse bunks 

in the rear

2

1

■  PRICE FROM: £46,516
■ BERTHS: 6/7
■  BASE VEHICLE: Fiat Ducato long 

wheelbase Maxi chassis cab
■  LAYOUT: Overcab double bed 

ahead of nearside Pullman dinette, 
washroom and wardrobe, offside 
sofa, caravan door and kitchen. 
Transverse bunks in rear

■ ECONOMY: 22.5mpg

AT A GLANCE

Family holidays beckon 

motorhomes. The Tandy range sits at the top 
of the McLouis motorhome tree - an upmarket 
product from a firm more famous for making 
value for money ‘vans (as indeed are many 
Italian concerns). Tandy 640 is a seven-metre 
‘van with a classic family-friendly layout. 
Upfront, a Pullman dinette sits opposite a 
long sofa while kitchen and washroom stand 
amidships. The twin bunks across the rear 
make an interesting bedroom for the kids and 
convert into a garage so you can take all that 
family holiday paraphernalia along too.

FRAME AND FORWARDING
The sliver and white GRP clad body looks 
all the better for its luton, where frenched-in 
marker lights and rakish windows add loads of 
appeal. Sporting attractive royal blue graphics, 
the while package looks very nice indeed. 

Forwarding the freight that is a substantial 
motorhome body, the Fiat Ducato nose blends 
superbly, its silver grille surround picking up on 
the argent-trimmed body above and behind. 
McLouis has seen fit to equip the 640 with the 
big three-litre motor: churning out 157 horses, 
this top-of-the-range lump has power and 
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torque aplenty to haul this ‘van and its load. 
If you spot me on a campsite chances are 

I’ll have muddy knees. This is because quite 
a bit of time is spent poking about under the 
‘vans we test, checking chassis, tanks, etc 
and seeing if the wires and plumbing are held 
in place with more than the occasional blob of 
‘chewing gum!’ Tanks and tubing looked fine 
under the 640, but I was slightly disappointed 
to discover that this ‘van rides on a standard 
chassis cab. Fiat’s Camper chassis has been 
specifically designed for motorhomes - lower 
than the standard frame, it would make a 
better job of supporting the 640’s bulk. Shame 
McLouis saw fit not to use. This ‘van’s SE 
suffix doesn’t - like other ‘vans - tell tales of 
fitted TVs, DVD players and built-in awnings, it 

simply means that the chassis is upgraded to 
‘40 Heavy’ specification giving a 4000kg MAW 
and payload of 628kg. The Standard 3500kg 
MAW chassis offers only 258kg - not adequate 
for a family-sized motorcaravan. 

FLIGHT DECK FEATURES 
As the cab plays no official part in the living 
area, there are no seat swivels to adversely 
affect the driving position or passenger 
comfort, in spite of a lack of height adjustment 
for the left-hand seat. There’s up-and-down 
movement on the driver’s seat though. This, 
plus height-adjustable top seatbelt mount and 
steering wheel’s adjustable reach make it easy 
to achieve a very comfortable driving position. 
Hurray! Driver and passenger airbags are 

fitted as standard, as is cab air-conditioning. 
All the Ducato’s other desirable kit is present 
too with ABS and ASR traction control being 
the outstanding items safety-wise. The trip 
computer is a handy piece of kit - its average 
fuel consumption display another thing that 
might reduce your carbon footprint as you drive 
with a lighter foot, eager to see its figure rise. 

The big engine automatically gives you a 
six-speed gearbox, while the options list and 
1800 quid will get you an automatic - albeit 
the ComfortMatic auto-changing manual. No 
matter, this gives the two-pedal motoring that 
many motorhomers want or need.

Such is the power and glory of the 
Ducato’s newest and beefiest engine, driving 
this bulky motorcaravan was pure pleasure. 
Power aplenty, but more importantly, big 
torque meant that fewer gear-changes 
were needed as this smooth-running motor 
propelled the 640 in fine style. Recent Ducatos 
have benefited from superb steering and 
brakes and this one’s no exception: the dash-
mounted gearchange isn’t the best in the 
business, but it’s still very good. 

Reversing is a hot topic with Ducatos at 
the moment as some have difficulty - even 
damaging their gearboxes in the process. 
Our experience of this problem is that it’s 
variable, with some reversing smoothly, some 
- to quote one of our most esteemed testers - 
‘sounding like someone kicking over a bucket 
of bolts.’ Luckily, the Caravan Club’s Blackwall 
Plantation site Near Derby had some inclines 
on which to test the 640’s rearward motion. 
I’m pleased to report that this Ducato was 
fuss-free and smooth going backwards uphill. 

The Pullman dinette design is included, 
in part, as it allows the provision of four rear 
seatbelts on its pews. Three-point on the 
forward-facers, but sadly only lap straps on 
those facing to the rear. 

LOUIS LOUNGE  
One word, classy, sums up the interior as 
- in vogue - darker wood and silver trim 
conspire to give an upmarket look. Siena (sic) 
upholstery looks modern, but easy on the eye 
and stylish cream nets (with neatly weighted 
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hems) are partnered with gold and cream faux 
drapes to finish things with a flourish. Fit and 
finish seems pretty good too. 

The dinette with sofa opposite layout needs 
little explanation as this offers one of the 
best compromises between seating capacity, 
lounging opportunity and dining capability. 
The sofa is a five-footer, so provides roomy 
relaxing, although - thanks to the window 
behind - its backrest is a touch low. A locker 
to take your flat screen TV is present too, but 
as with many, it’s a bit high up for comfortable 
viewing. Expect to seat a maximum of seven 
people. The big, strong table is a Continental 
favourite and here - thanks to a drop-in 
extension - will accommodate up to six at 
mealtimes if two diners approach the 
corners of the table 
from the sofa.

COMPACT COOKING 
Star of the cooking show is the 
domestic-style stove - a unit that’s 
found far less often in Continental-
made ‘vans: four burners, grill and 
oven are surrounded by a kitchen 
top that - Corian-style - includes 
a moulded-in sink. An adjacent 
window, a cooker hood and a roof 
fan help make sure that steam 
and cooking smells should never 
bother the occupants of this ‘van. 
However, the kitchen and the rear 
end in general, are rather dark so I 
found myself wishing for a rooflight 
in place of the fan. 

3 The cab plays no part in providing living space

4 Dinette and side sofa makes for a versatile lounge

5 Thanks to a drop-in table extension, there’s plenty of dining space
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■  OVERALL LENGTH: 7.26m (23ft 9.75in)■ OVERALL WIDTH: 2.35m (7ft 8.5in)

LAYOUT PLAN
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This is an undeniably compact galley and 
as such has no drainer - the hinged glass lid 
over the cooker providing almost the only 
work surface, with the sink’s drop-in wooden 
cutting board making things a tad better. As 
usual with kitchens this bijou, good planning 
is essential in order to prep and cook without 
mess and dark mutterings. 

To the right, a big (150-litre) fridge/freezer 
makes sure that you can keep the family fed 
- the shelves above it providing a handy place 
for kitchen kit when pitched. Low-level storage 
in the rest of this galley extends to a decent 
cutlery drawer and a cupboard that could do 
with some shelves. Pan storage in the base 
of the cooker is a welcome addition. The two 

lockers above have in vogue, Perspex doors 
that mark out the kitchen from the rest. Look 
inside both and you’ll find only one shelf.

WASHING MACHINE 
In the washroom, the silver theme continues 
with basin and shelves displaying a shiny hue. 
Plenty of cupboards provide space for all the 

6 7
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families wash kit - shelves aplenty do the job 
when on site. A translucent opening window 
and roof vent ensure plenty of fresh air gets in. 
There’s lots of floor space in here too - enough 
room for assisting sprogs with ablutions. 

The separate shower is a prerequisite for 
this kind of ‘van - washing the wee ones in 
here after a day of messy fun should make 

family life a lot easier. Do bear in mind though, 
that this shower’s wide, but quite shallow: 
those of larger frame may find it tight with the 
doors closed. The toilet is the oft-found swivel 
type, though not, sadly, the latest (C250) 
swivelling Thetford loo, with wheeled cassette. 

A FAMILY ROOM 
The across-the-rear bunks are ever-ready 
beds for a couple of kids and the main reason 
to buy this motorhome. The opportunity for 
mum and dad to put the kids to bed and relax 
in the lounge is the plus point that makes this 
design work so well for families. The bunks on 
offer here are, in fact, adult-sized - plenty wide 
and long enough. Each gets its own window, 
but I’d like to see a rooflight above - both for 
ventilation and to increase natural light levels 
in this rather dark area of the ‘van. Up front, 
the overcab bed base descends on gas struts 
come bed time. The luton is roomy with good 
headroom, two windows and a roof vent - all 
of which will be needed in hot weather: with 
windows and vent open, it’s possible to set up 
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a cool-air convection current on sultry summer 
nights that’s essential for a comfortable sleep. 
A good quality alloy ladder gives access; the 
only disappointment being that the bed’s 
base is solid. Sprung slats would be more 
comfortable and discourage the formation of 
condensation under the mattress.

And so to the lounge, where removal of 
the sofa’s backrest instantly creates a child’s 
single bed. The Pullman dinette makes into a 
double - its pullout side supports accepting 
the sofa backrest and helping to make a 
double bed with the ‘kneeling’ table and 
the rest of the cushions. As usual, making 
the dinette bed up to full width prevents 
the overcab ladder being used. No matter, 
overcab, dinette, sofa and bunks still add up 
to six berths, with the dinette used as an un-
extended single. Cab curtains provide privacy, 
but not blackout as they’re unlined. Thankfully, 
McLouis has seen fit to supply a set of cab 
screens too - allowing undisturbed sleep 
after sun-up.

FAMILY TAKEAWAY 
The five overhead lockers in the lounge have 
super stylish doors with concealed latches 
and look great. Inside, none have shelves, 
but their tops provide external shelf storage 
for on site use. Elsewhere, shelves populate 
the overcab, kitchen and upper bunk. The 
wardrobe has a side-to-side hanging rail and 
a handy cupboard below. There’s also room 
under the sofa for leads and hoses, etc. Just 
as the bunks are the star of this layout, so the 
garage space that’s created when the bottom 
bunk is hinged up, is the star of the 640’s 
storage provision. With access doors on both 
sides and the ability to swallow barbecues 
and bikes, all the family should be happy 
once pitched: just make sure the kids don’t 

 I LIKED
■ Great looking exterior
■ Powerful engine
■ Super to drive
■ Twin airbags
■ Spacious, classic lounge
■ Roomy luton
■ Adult-sized bunks
■ Full cooker
■  Good floor space and storage in 

washroom
■ ‘Garage’ with two doors

 I WOULD HAVE LIKED 
■ Fiat’s Camper chassis
■ More spacious shower
■ Shelves in lockers
■ Sprung slats on overcab bed

 I DISLIKED 
■  Dark interior at the rear
■ Lack of kitchen work surface

6 Overcab bed features space and ventilation aplenty

7 The Dinette bed achieves ‘best of breed’ status

8 Kitchen is well equipped, but bijou

9 Good looking washroom is spacious, 
but the shower is shallow

10 Bunks are excellent and adult sized
10
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ride their bikes through the toilet block at high 
speed! A family of four’ll have to travel light 
clothes-wise, although there’s plenty of room 
in the overcab for bedding and squashy bags.

Payload is calculated after the weight of 
the driver, gas fuel and water so having taken 
the weight of the family into consideration, 
you should still have enough payload (around 
400kg) left over for your motorcaravanning 
gear etc.

FAMILY LIFE SUPPORT 
The latest Combi 6E boiler from Truma is new 
to me so I was very keen to test its mettle. 
McLouis has opted for the gas/mains powered 
version, so 640 owners will be able to make 
the most of their hook-up and benefit from 
constant hot water. This boiler also uses 
a re-designed frost protection valve - the 
unit that dumps the boiler’s water if the air 
temperature drops too low now no longer 
relies on a 12V supply to keep it closed. Thus, 
even if your leisure battery levels drop it won’t 
automatically dump its water. The Combi 6E 
is more compact than its predecessor, but 
proved to be powerful, reliable and quite quiet 
in operation.

The 640’s lighting is lovely with adjustable 
eyeball spots and halogen stalk lights in lots of 
places. I was very pleased to see two ‘three-
stalk’ fittings gracing the ceiling, as general 

illumination is something often missing from 
even some very expensive motorhomes. 

Tanks are the usual combination of 
good-sized inboard fresh and underslung 
waste water tanks - the grey water container 
benefiting from a fast-draining dump valve. 

All this kit is controlled by a commendably 
simple management panel - that does not 
require the user to have a degree in computer 
programming, or spend three hours reading 
and instruction manual before use. It’ll maybe 
more reliable too: all the motorcaravan control 
panels I’ve had trouble with have been the 
microprocessor-controlled ‘techie’ type. 

Windows and doors are both impressive 
and slightly daft. The caravan door is a high 
quality unit with an easy-to-use lock, window 
and flyscreen door and there’s nothing wrong 
with the big rooflight over the lounge, its just 
that it’s of the push-up variety and I - at five-
foot-ten - had trouble reaching it, such is its 
lofty perch in a high part of the roof. Although 
I’m generally not a fan of gizmos, it’s here that 
an electrically operated unit would be a real 
bonus. The windows all benefit from blinds 
and flyscreens that, while they’re not the super 
pleated type, are still ‘proper’ cassettes that 
don’t let light in at the bottom when closed.

FAMILY FRIENDLY?
A seven-metre, family-friendly coachbuilt 

motorhome, the Mclouis Tandy 640SE offers 
spacious accommodation within a body 
length that’s not bulky enough to make it 
difficult to drive. I’d have preferred to have 
seen it built on Fiat’s Camper chassis as this 
would make the whole thing lower, particularly 
as the then lower-than-the-cab caravan 
floor would be of little consequence as the 
cab plays no part in providing living space. 
There’s no doubt that McLouis made the right 
choice in fitting Fiat’s most powerful engine as 
standard as a superb driving experience, with 
plenty of power on tap for effortless progress 
on all roads is the result.

Although it’s still a ‘big white box’ 
motorhome, a sweeping roof-line silver 
detailing and swept back luton windows make 
the whole ‘van look very nice indeed. Build 
quality seems good too and this, I hope, is a 
trend throughout the industry - many of the 
latest makes and models (including those 
destined to arrive in 2009) I’ve seen, seem to 
feature improvements in quality 
and presentation. 

Without doubt, it’s the layout, and, 
specifically, the bunks in the rear that will 
sell this ‘van: overcab bed, lounge/diner and 
bunks are all very good, while compromises 
can be found in the bijou kitchen and rather 
shallow shower compartment. The rear end, 
too, could do with a rooflight to provide more 

 VEHICLE SUPPLIED BY
McLouis Motorhomes, 
PO Box 9, Eggington Road, Hilton, 
Derby DE65 5FJ (tel: 08454 560582; 
web site: www.mclouismotorhomes.co.uk)
 WE STAYED AT
Blackwall Plantation Caravan Club site, 
Kirk Ireton, Ashbourne DE6 3JL
(tel: 01335 370903; 
web site: www.caravanclub.co.uk)

  

TYPE 
Overcab coachbuilt

PRICE
■ From: £46,516 OTR. 
■ As tested: £47,618 OTR

BASICS
■  Vehicle: Fiat Ducato long wheelbase 

Maxi chassis cab
■ Berths: 6/7
■  Three-point belted seats: 

4 (including driver)
■  Warranty: 2 years base vehicle, 

5 years conversion and water ingress 

CONSTRUCTION 
GRP clad sandwich construction with 
GRP/ABS plastic mouldings. Caravan entrance 
on UK offside

DIMENSIONS (*manufacturer’s figures)
■ Length: 7.26m (23ft 9.75in)*
■ Width: 2.35m (7ft 8.5in)*
■ Height: 3.15m (10ft 4in)*
■ Wheelbase: 4.03m (13ft 2.5in)*
■ Rear overhang: 2.20m (7ft 2.5in)
■ Max authorised weight: 4000kg*
■  Payload: 628kg* (after weight of driver, 

100 per cent fuel, water, gas)

INSIDE STORY
Overcab double bed ahead of nearside 
Pullman dinette, washroom and wardrobe, 
offside sofa, caravan door and kitchen. 
Transverse bunks in rear
■  Insulation: Floor 70mm, walls 33mm, 

roof 33mm
■ Interior height: 2.04m (6ft 8.5in)

THE VEHICLE
■  Engine: 3.0-litre turbo-diesel producing 

115.5kW (157bhp) @ 3500rpm
■  Transmission: Six-speed manual 

gearbox, front-wheel drive

LIVE-IN TEST DATA         MCLOUIS TANDY 640SE
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natural illumination. If I were buying, I’d make 
the retrofitting of a suitable unit part of the 
deal, as none exists on the options list. 

Although the 640 is a six/seven berth ‘van, 
it only offers four three-point belted seats (two 
in the cab, two on the forward-facing dinette 
seat). MMM and others do not recommend 
the use of (potentially less safe) lap-only belts 
as fitted to the rearward-facing seat although 
these are not illegal to use during travel. With 
four people onboard - mum, dad and two kids 
- this motorhome should work very well and 
still retain a good payload: remember, when 
calculating what you can carry, you must allow 
for the weight of all the passengers 

after the weight of the driver. If in doubt, load 
the ‘van and have it weighed at your local 
public weighbridge.

Lastly, and something that’s increasingly 
important, is value for money. In these days of 
volatile exchange rates, it’s your pounds that 
are suffering as the majority of motorhomes 
on sale in the UK are made in the Euro zone. 
Even British-built ‘vans suffer as everything 
from the base vehicle to the fridge are made 
in mainland Europe. The Tandy 640SE is 
almost within touching distance of £50k - a 
fair wedge of cash for an Italian motorhome 
from a maker with a reputation for producing 
entry-level ‘vans. 

  

either side, cupboard & 2 shelves above, 3 
cupboards & shelf below, 2 mirrors, robe hook, 
tooth ‘glass,’ soap dish, swivel-bowl electric-flush 
cass toilet, sep shower compartment with 
quad-fold door, mixer tap, riser rail, 4 shelves, 
single-outlet tray

BEDS
Overcab double
■ Length: 2.08m (6ft 10in) 
■ Width: 1.54m (5ft 0.5in)
■ Headroom: 670mm (2ft 2.5in)
Lounge double 
■ Length: 1.85m (6ft 1in)
■ Width: 1.25m (4ft 1in)
Lounge single
■ Length: 1.56m (5ft 1.5in)
■ Width: 650mm (2ft 1.5in)
Upper Bunk
■ Length: 2.16m (7ft 1in) 
■ Width: 860mm (2ft 10in)
■ Headroom: 710mm (2ft 4in)
Lower bunk
■ Length: 2.14m (7ft 0in) 
■ Width: 750mm (2ft 5.5in)
■ Headroom: 750mm (2ft 5.5in)

STORAGE
Overcab: Shelf at bedhead. Lounge: 5 unshelved 
overhead lockers with shelves above, top-
accessed space under sofa. Wardrobe: side-to-
side hanging rail, unshelved cupboard below. 
Rear area: 3 shelves above fridge, 3 shelves 
above upper bunk. Garage: lower bunk lifts to 
create garage with external access doors at 
both sides, sliding doors inside enclose

LIFE SUPPORT 
■  Fresh water: Inboard. Capacity 100 litres 

(22 gallons)
■  Waste water: Underslung. Capacity 

100 litres (22 gallons)
■  Water heater: Truma Combi 6 boiler, 

gas-mains operation
■  Space heater: Truma Combi 6 with 

blown-air, gas-mains operation
■ Leisure battery: 85 amp hr
■ Gas: Capacity 2x7kg cylinders
■  Lighting: Overcab: 2 eyeball downlighters. 

Lounge: 4 eyeball downlighters, 3-stalk 
ceiling light. Caravan door: Awning light 
outside, eyeball downlighter inside. Kitchen: 
2 downlighters in cooker hood, 3-stalk ceiling 
light. Washroom: eyeball downlighter above 
basin, fixed downlighter in shower, vertical 
strip light to mirror. Rear: Vertical strip light to 
mirror, auto-illumination in wardrobe, single 
stalk lights at heads of bunks

■  Sockets: 230V: 2 (at end of kitchen unit, in 
TV locker), 12V: 1 (in TV locker)

■  Control panel: Mounted above caravan 
door, push-buttons control lights, pump, aux 
supply, LEDs indicate tank/battery levels

■  Blinds/curtains: Cassette blinds/flyscreens 
to all caravan windows, flyscreen door to 
caravan entrance, nets/faux drapes to lounge 
and upper bunk windows, unlined curtains 
and internal insulating screens to cab

■ Badged as NCC EN1646 compliant: No

OPTIONAL EXTRAS
Fitted to test vehicle
■  Base: Chassis upgrade to 4000kg 

MAW (£1102)
■ Conversion: None
Other options
■  Base: ComfortMatic automatic 

transmission (£1804), cruise control (£185)
■ Conversion: Upholstery change (£200)

E&OE

LIVE-IN TEST DATA         MCLOUIS TANDY 640SE

■ Fuel consumption: 22.5mpg overall
■  Brakes: Servo-assisted discs all-round 

with ABS
■  Suspension: Front: independent on coil 

springs. Rear: rigid axle on leaf springs
■  Features: Driver and passenger airbags, 

trip computer, ABS, ASR, remote central 
locking, electric windows and mirrors, 
cab air-conditioning with cooled ‘glove’ 
box, height-adjustable driver’s seat, 12V 
socket, twin door bins, central storage 
compartment, removable carpet, variable 
delay wipers

LOUNGING & DINING
Pullman Dinette and inward-facing sofa 
provide seating for seven. Wall-hung table on 
alloy frame provides dining for five/six people 
with drop-in table extension fitted

KITCHEN
Main unit contains cutlery drawer, unshelved 
cupboard, pan storage in cooker base, two 
lockers above, one shelved
■  Sink: Plastic unit moulded as part of kitchen 

unit’s top, single-lever mixer tap, drop-in 
hardwood chopping board

■  Cooker: Smev slot-in stove with hinged 
glass lid, four burners, grill and oven, all with 
electronic ignition

■  Fridge: Dometic RM7655L Automatic 
Energy Selection fridge/freezer. Capacity 
150 litres

WASHROOM
Silver plastic washbasin with matching countertop 

11 Garage storage benefits from a door on both sides

12 Truma’s latest Combi heater works well

13 Control panel is easy to use

In spite of this, I really liked the 640: I 
liked its style - both inside and out - and 
its function, but I would check out as many 
motorhomes of the type before I parted 
with my wedge of increasingly-weak twenty-
pound notes. 

11

12

13
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