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TEST REPORT EXTRA

WHITE MAGIC WILDMOOR
PRV Wildmoor dismountable on
SWB 4x4 Tata Loadbeta 2.0TDI

Jonathan Lloyd encounters the Wildmoor and falls under its spell
Profab Recreational Vehicles (PRV for short)
are an experienced new manufacturer of
motorcaravans. This apparent anomaly is
easily explained. Profab itself has been in
business for donkey's years, supplying quality
fabrications to customers as diverse as the
aerospace
and
catering
industries.
Recreational vehicles are a comparatively new
venture, though, with over 20 years at senior
managerial level in the motorhome industry,
partner Brian Jenkins is hardly inexperienced.

Jargon busting
New readers may not be familiar with
motorcaravan nomenclature in general, and
particularly with 'dismountable', so here are a

few lines that may help.
Motorcaravans can be subdivided into two
main groups, according to how they are
converted from the base vehicle. Panel van
conversions are just that, motorcaravans
made by fitting out a vehicle originally
designed as a delivery van, usually with either
a rising roof or fixed high top.
Coachbuilt motorcaravans are made by
building and permanently fixing a special
caravan body onto a chassis (or platform) cab
or, in the case of an A-class, a chassis cowl
(thus not even using the cab bodywork of the
original base vehicle).
Dismountable motorcaravans consist of a
separate living module, like a conventional

coachbuilt, mounted on the load bed of a
pick-up truck for travel. The difference is that
the coachbuilt body can be left behind,
allowing use of the pick-up (when on site or
during the off season).
For some reason that I've never been able
to fathom, dismountable motorcaravans sell
better in the USA and Europe than in the UK.

The best of both worlds?
Sounds tempting, but is there really a
motorcaravan
that
combines
all
the
advantages of a touring caravan and a
motorcaravan, and yet doesn't suffer from any
of the disadvantages of either? Er no, not yet!
But the Wildmoor is the best shot at such a
combination that I've yet come across.

V611 DYB and its owners
At the time of writing, PRV did not have a
demonstrator available for MMM to test, so
we are indebted to Chris and Mike Simpkins
who kindly offered me their own 'van for
evaluation. Chris and Mike had requested
several changes from, and additions to, the
standard Wildmoor specification. I'll try to
point these out contemporaneously. An
advantage of going to a small constructor
such as PRV is that any bespoke alterations
(within reason) can be accommodated.
Chris and Mike chose to have their
Wildmoor built on the short wheelbase single
cab Tata with the 2-litre TDI engine and
switchable
two/four-wheel
drive
(with
selectable high or low ratio gearing).
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Saloon bar sages are often heard to comment
that most dismountables look as though a

▼

Exterior
PRV Wildmoor dismountable on Tata Loadbeta SWB 4 x 4. Featured vehicle actually belongs to MMM readers Chris and
Mike Simpkins.
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General view rearwards showing fridge, wardrobe and toilet compartment on offside…

low-flying touring caravan has crash landed
on the back of a pick-up. More a case of
collision than integration! However, the
Wildmoor (when in travel mode) looks just like
any other coachbuilt. Aesthetically, a really
massive step forward for dismountables is
achieved by using a flat bed pick-up, and
continuing the caravan body's sides to sill
level.
The Wildmoor's appeal is more than just
skin deep. It has been designed and built by
engineers, and (in my opinion) nowhere is this
more apparent than in the immensely strong,
but lightweight, extruded aluminium frame,
and in the reassuringly thorough methodology
involved in triple-sealing the GRP roof to the
GRP walls. And that's not all; I'm told that
only high quality sealant and beads are used,
and all fixings have dedicated screwports,
ensuring that the integrity of the panels is
preserved at all times. As a consequence, we
are assured that there are no thermal bridges
in the insulation to give cold spots, and no
chance of rainwater leaking through panel
fixing holes.
Should some birdbrain crash their vehicle
into the dismountable body, any of the panels
can be easily replaced without disturbing the
main structure.

…and kitchen unit on right.

facing double dinette seats are straight
ahead. Being tallish, I could only stand up in
the lowered floor of the aisle between loo and
kitchen. Shorter folk would also be able to
stand in the dining area.
The entrance itself is a stable door with a
tinted double-glazed window in each half. I
would have liked some sort of buffer or
restraint to stop the entrance door clouting
the skirt when caught by a gust of wind.
An immediate upgrade I would make (were

I an owner) would be to fit a smoke alarm, fire
extinguisher, and fire blanket. The owners had
already placed a fire extinguisher in a
cupboard.

Dining and catering
Each double dinette seat comfortably
accommodated two adults, and the supplied
dining table was of adequate size. It is freestanding and quite light in weight, so can also
be used outside.

Interior layout
Wildmoors have a rear entrance door, usually
in the middle of the back panel. The test
vehicle had been specially made with its
entrance offset to the nearside, so that there
is room for mountain bikes to be stored on
the (extra cost) roof rack ladder.
On entering through the rear door, the
kitchen is on the left, the wardrobe and toilet
compartment on the right, and the inward110
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General view forward. Two inward-facing settees were comfortable, and the free-standing table was at just the right
height. Plenty of storage in the luton.
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Kitchen ready for action.

Interlocking plastic dividers have been used to customise the upper cupboards.

Useful slide-away extra surface above fridge shows
practical thinking.

Smallest room is really small, though it does have a
window and high-level cupboards...

...However, the clever three-section bi-fold door extends
the compartment to include the kitchen sink.

sink providing ventilation and natural light.
Enthusiasts of either, or both, can augment
the supply by opening the adjacent entrance
door. A useful slide-out work surface emerges
from just above the three-way fridge, which
itself is located on t'other side, opposite the
hob.
There is plenty of cupboard and locker
space available. Chris and Mike have
customised
it
to
hold
their
own
motorcaravanning kit safely, and conveniently,
to hand. They've got some superb storage
ideas (cheap, simple and effective) and I bet
readers
studying
the
accompanying
photographs with a magnifying glass will
pinch them!

Above each seat-back is a tinted and
double-glazed (opening) window. This proved
ideal for rubbernecking at some Germans who
were caravanning close by and proceeded to
erect a power-assisted solid-sided awning of
approximately the same dimensions as
Canada - a riveting spectator sport!

Lounging

Wardrobe has been customised to make better use of the
volume, and still leave usable hanging space.
MOTORCARAVAN MOTORHOME MONTHLY

The dinette seats are comfortable as they are,
but I opted to sit with my feet up and my
back leaning on the forward wall, adjacent to
the cab. The Truma Combi warm-air space
heater quickly raised the temperature. On
test, the 'van was subjected to sub-zero
temperatures, gales and floods, so the
standard Heki panoramic roof light was used
as a source of light rather than of ventilation.
It was the first time I'd seen one of these
mounted longitudinally.
There were sufficient lights fitted as
standard, but as keen readers, Chris and Mike
have added a couple of additional spotlights
to provide optimum illumination.

Smallest room
Really, it's more of a full-height cupboard for
the swivel-bowl cassette Porta Potti, than a
room. There was no washbasin or shower
fitted as standard, but, with a clever bit of
jiggery-pokery, the bi-fold door opened out to
form a three-section wall. This shut off the
rear of the 'van and enclosed the kitchen sink
for washing, and a large area of floor (with full
standing height) for changing.
The test vehicle had been fitted with a
shower tray and cover under the floor, near to
the rear door. The kitchen mixer tap spout
extends out of the faucet to become the
showerhead.

Sleeping
In the short wheelbase Wildmoor the only
option is a transverse double bed made from
the dinette; though purchasers of the long
wheelbase single-cab Wildmoor have the
choice of either longitudinal singles or a
'ginormous' transverse double.
The dinette seats convert into a double
bed by extending the slats to bridge the gap,

▼

The kitchen in the test 'van was practical
and easy to work in. Standard models have a
two-burner hob and grill, and just cold water
at the single sink. The featured 'van had been
equipped with a one-piece four-burner
hob/grill and integral sink with separate
draining sink. It also benefited from water
heated by a Truma boiler, supplying an
elegant monobloc faucet.
Cook has an opening window above the
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Bed making was simplicity itself. There is plenty of storage available in the seat boxes.

Dismounting and remounting were as easy as they look.

Tapered rollers and guide channels ensure that the driver does not have to reverse the truck
back under the living unit with the accuracy of a brain surgeon performing microsurgery.

Cab is not at the forefront of design and style, but nevertheless was extremely functional
and comfortable.

the vehicle as standard, and with these
inflated to 40lb/sq in, Wildmoor was both
stable and surefooted.
Anything to criticise? Not much. Most
significant was that the exterior rear-view
mirrors were only just about big enough. The
interior is more Moskvich than Maserati.
However, although very plasticky, it was
comfortable, well equipped, and everything
worked. Finally, reading the trip was difficult
at night, annoying rather than serious.

then lowering the backrests. It doesn't take
long and full access to all facilities remains.
A welcome feature of the Wildmoor was its
very high standard of insulation. I slept in it
during two bitterly cold nights, and was
surprised by just how warm the unheated
(whilst I was asleep) 'van remained.
Presumably the lack of a (less well insulated)
cab entered the equation as a contributory
factor.

Parting is such sweet sorrow?
The above might well be true, but with the
Wildmoor it is also easy. In fact, it's the
simplest and most foolproof method of
mounting/dismounting I've come across. Get
it near-enough in position and the tapered
rollers, plus self-centring channels, do the
rest. I managed to dismount and remount the
caravan body in less than 15 minutes,
including retightening the load bed bolts.
Don't forget to reconnect the road lights
before moving off. I did, but fortunately
remembered after the first corner. (Rumours of
a 20-vehicle pile-up behind my indicator-less
change
of
direction
are
probably
exaggerated!)
The unit is very stable when dismounted
and supported only on its legs. In fact, one of
the Wildmoor's party tricks is to stand
confidently on three legs.

Two-wheel drive Tata tested
In short, the Tata performed well. The Tata
Locomotive Works have been building trucks
and vans in India since 1954. The design and
build of the plant responsible for the Loadbeta
was a collaborative venture with DaimlerBenz. I am led to believe that the engine is,
fundamentally, a derivative of the old Peugeot
XUD unit, and that the drive train was
designed by Mercedes, and is built under
112
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Mud plugging

Offset rear door and optional ladder allow convenient
carriage of bikes.

licence. I'm not sure whether its mechanical
antecedents are important, but some might
find such a pedigree reassuring.
The turbocharged and intercooled indirectinjection four-cylinder engine was tractable
and willing, providing the Wildmoor with very
sprightly acceleration and a 70mph motorway
cruising speed. It was noisier than modern
units. The engine roared and the turbo
whined, but neither was unbearably intrusive.
A progressive clutch, delightfully slick
gearchange, and well-weighted powerassisted steering all contributed positively to
the driving experience. The footbrake seemed
to require more of a shove than in some 'vans
- though the stopping distances were
commendably short.
I was pleased to find that the angle of tilt
on the steering column was adjustable.
PRV fit Airide spring assisters to the rear of

Ah, now here was another pleasant surprise.
Whilst more expensive rivals rely on levers to
change from four-wheel to two-wheel drive,
and from high to low ratio, the Tata performs
these operations electronically from a switch
on the dashboard. It also locks the front
freewheeling hubs without having to get out of
the vehicle.
As this vehicle was actually Chris and
Mike's pride and joy I didn't really off-road,
except for crossing a muddy field. Those
more knowledgeable than I on 4 x 4s, claim
axle articulation to be good, the engine's
flywheel to be heavy, and the truck's centre of
gravity to be low whilst maintaining a good
ground clearance. All these are features that
the serious off-roader requires - apparently.
Despite Mike having a disabling heel injury,
he and Chris love to travel to remote
mountain areas, where they still manage some
mountain biking and rock climbing. They have
already used the Wildmoor's off-road
capabilities to take them to places abroad
that you just wouldn't be able to reach with a
conventional motorcaravan (or car!).
Tata has a surprisingly well-developed
dealer network and each new truck has threeyear comprehensive and six-year antiperforation warranties. The oily bits are very
MOTORCARAVAN MOTORHOME MONTHLY
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Long wheelbase double-cab Tata accepts standard body.

Long wheelbase single-cab Tata allows a longer caravan body.

'Remountable' being constructed on LWB Land Rover Defender - not for regular
dismounting, but can be removed if you change the base vehicle.

Dismountable body on Nissan King-Cab.

DIY-friendly,
servicing
looked
to
be
straightforward, and I've had no reports of
any serious problems from owners. The
battery appeared to be capable of jumpstarting a jumbo jet.
Before any smart comments are made
about Tata's principal market being the
farming community, it should be remembered
that this is exactly how Subaru started out in
the UK 25 years ago, and now look where
they are.

dismountable. I'm just not sure any more, as
demountable seems to be in common use.
(The OED lists demountable as meaning being
able
to
be
dismantled
and
readily
reassembled - apt in this context.
Interestingly, dismountable is not listed. We
will, however, continue to use dismountable in respect for John's memory, if for no other
reason. Ed) Anyway, what matters is how
good a motorcaravan the Wildmoor is. So, call
it what you like, but make sure you remember
how impressed I was.

Dismountable or demountable?
Time to satisfy the terminally pedantic.
Unfortunately, I'm an expert infinitive splitter
and a grammar mangler of Olympian
standard. The late John Hunt (founder and
much admired elder statesman of MMM) had
a much better grasp of the correct use of
English, both as she is spoke, and writ. He
always maintained that there was no such
word as demountable, preferring to use

In brief
Body: Aluminium-framed dismountable GRP
coachbuilt body with patented roll-on/roll-off
pick-up conversion including Airide spring
assisters and all electrics.
Standard equipment includes: Integral jacks
with stainless steel extending legs. Tinted
double-glazed windows with blinds and
flyscreens, Heki panoramic rooflight. Two-burner
hob and grill, sink with pumped cold water
supply, three-way fridge, free-standing table.
230V hook-up and consumer unit, management
unit, leisure battery, charging systems. Swivelbowl cassette Porta Potti in extendable
compartment, fresh water tank.

Dimensions
(Manufacturer's figures, on two-wheel drive
single cab Tata Loadbeta 2.0TDI)
Overall length: 5.23m (17ft 2in)
MOTORCARAVAN MOTORHOME MONTHLY

Alternative underpinnings
The SWB Tata Loadbeta has been, up until
now, the most popular choice for Wildmoor
purchasers. However, coincidental with the
arrival of the new facelifted model, was the
debut of a long wheelbase single-cab and a
LWB double-cab. The longer single-cab
allows for a dismountable body with two
single beds or a huge double bed, as well as
Overall width: 1.93m (6ft 4in)
Overall height: 2.36m (7ft 9in)
Double bed size: 1.85m x 1.45m (6ft 1in x
4ft 9in)
Available payload: 540kg

Price
(For standard models with 2.0TDI 90PS engine)
Single cab: £21 000
Double cab: £25 000.
4 x 4 models: add £2000
On the road charges: £683 including 12 months
road fund licence
Wildmoor shell only: Fully fitted including pick-up
conversion: £8000 to £10 000 depending on size
Price as tested: £25 975 on 4 x 4 SWB pick-up
with options fitted of Truma boiler and space
heater, shower tray, hob upgrade, roof rack and
ladder, larger sliding windows between truck and

a larger lounge area. The LWB four door,
double-cab Tata has belted seats for five and
will still accept the standard Wildmoor
dismountable body.
The Tata really is a very capable truck, and
must be the cheapest 'serious' 4 x 4 on the
road. If a Nissan, Toyota, Mitsubishi, Ford or
Vauxhall is more your bag, then have a word
with PRV, as most pick-up manufacturers
have at least one model that is suitable.
A dismountable unit, available in various
stages of completion, from a bare shell to a
fully fitted-out unit, can be purchased
separately if you already own a suitable truck.

Conclusion
Good value, thoughtfully designed, well made,
and potentially much more flexible than either
a standard coachbuilt motorcaravan or a
touring caravan. It was about time somebody
developed the dismountable concept, and
PRV have made a very impressive start.
unit, extra interior lights, but excluding awning
and solar panel
Manufacturer:
Profab Recreational Vehicles, Unit C4, Earlswood
Trading Estate, Poolhead Lane, Earlswood,
Solihull, West Midlands B94 5EW. Tel: 01564
703976. Fax: 01564 703625. Direct sales only.
Owners' club:
I was delighted to accept an invitation to the
inaugural weekend rally of the Wildmoor
Owners' Club (a flock of Wildmoors?).
Prospective members, and those who are
seriously interested in purchasing a Wildmoor
and wish to chat to owners, should write to
Doug & Pam Cull, 3 The Cloisters, Brickhill Farm,
Half Moon Lane, Pepperstock, Bedfordshire
LU1 4LL.
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