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A-CLASS APART
Slim and short A-class 
‘vans are a new breed 

with attractive 
characteristics. Two of 
the fi rst models to hit 
our shores eye each 

other menacingly 

the fi rst models to hit 
our shores eye each 

other menacingly 
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Words and pictures 
by Dave Hurrell

As a relatively 
recent 
introduction 

to the motorhome 
market, the mini A-
class is a fascinating 
new genre. Potentially, 

these ‘vans can make even better 
use of their bulk than many other compact 
motorcaravans as the whole of the interior 
space, including the cab, can be specifically 
designed to be part of the living area. A-class 
motorhome manufacture in Europe is dominated 
by Germany and, indeed, both this month’s 

1 Standard nearside cab door is best

2 The latest Ford Transit comes 
with lots of desirable kit

Words and pictures Words and pictures 

■  OVERALL LENGTH: 5.99m (19ft 8in)*

■ OVERALL WIDTH: 2.15m (6ft 7.5in)*

LAYOUT PLAN

DETHLEFFS GLOBEBUS i1

protagonists hail from that land. Dethleffs and 
Hymer are experienced A-class builders, offering 
a good selection of this type of motorhome in 
more regular sizes. This fact inspires confidence 
- German build quality added in should ensure 
many years of trouble-free motorcaravanning 
pleasure from either.
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■  OVERALL LENGTH: 6.15m (20ft 2in)*

■ OVERALL WIDTH: 2.14m (7ft 0in)*

LAYOUT PLAN

HYMER EXSIS-i 522

The Dethleffs Globebus i1 is part of a 
three-model range and all are the same size, 
coming in at just under the magic six-metre-
long figure. The Hymer Exsis-i is also short, 
but just breaks the barrier at 6.15 metres 
(20ft 2in). Hymer’s new baby stands alone 
at the minute, but I’m reliably informed that 
alternative Exsis models are on the way.

It’s also worth pointing out that both vans’ 
layouts are available in equally diminutive low-
profile form: Dethleffs’ Globebus t1 and Hymer’s 
Van 522 offer almost identical accommodation.

The layout on offer in both cases sees 
swivelling cab seats and half dinette making the 
lounge, while a centre kitchen and washroom 
give way to a garage under a transverse double 
bed. The Globebus is a four berth, as upfront 
it offers a classic pull-down A-class double 
bed in the cab. The Exsis does offer additional 
sleeping accommodation, but this takes the 
form of just a ‘kiddy’ bed made from the dinette.

MOTIVE POWER 
Unsurprisingly, the Globebus benefits from Fiat 
power. The latest Ducato used here also has 
Fiat’s Camper chassis option. This features, 
among other things, a lower rear frame with 
wider track rear axle. A lower interior floor, 
easier access and better handling are results 
that all owners should appreciate, while that 
wider-than-standard rear axle makes sure that 
the rear arches are filled convincingly. 

Exsis rides on the latest Transit, which is a 
departure for Hymer - the company has only 
recently introduced models on Ford’s iconic 
chassis. This version of the Tranny is front-wheel 
drive (rear-wheel drive Transits are available 
too) and based on a platform cab chassis. 

This comes with a flat steel floor 
(rather than an open ladder frame), 
which, like the Fiat, makes for a 
lower overall stance and interior 
floor level. Comparisons with the 
Globebus’ rear expose one of the 
advantages of Fiat’s wider rear axle 
- in spite of being slightly narrower, 
the Exsis looks a touch more ‘over-bodied’ aft.

Both cabs are dressed with captain’s seats, 
equipped with integral seatbelts - something 
that suits the wider A-class cabs where wall 
and floor-mounted belts can prove awkward 
and uncomfortable.

The Exsis driving department scores big-
time in the appointments department as twin 
airbags, trip computer, and super stereo with 
steering column-mounted controls, decorate a 
dashboard that features a high-class look. ABS, 
traction control, cab air-con and cruise complete 
the technical equipment inventory in impressive 
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style. The twin dash-top storage bins (one with 
a 12V socket) and flip-over snack table, may be 
firmly aimed at ‘white van man,’ but they’ll be 
just as useful for ‘silver motorhome man’ too. 

Ford’s final punch promises reliability 
and cheap spares and servicing too. Getting 
those spares shouldn’t be a problem either; a 
breakdown in France some years ago saw a new 
UK-specific exhaust reach a French Ford dealer 
and my Transit-based camper in 24 hours. The 
bill, too, was half what I expected it to be.

The Globebus featured cab air-con, ABS 
and EBD, plus trip computer. No stereo 
was present, but the Liberty Package of 
extras present in the test ‘van will see one 
fitted before it reaches its first owner. Cab 
storage includes central ‘laptop’ locker, 
glove compartment, shelves and Dethleffs-
added, tambour door-equipped locker on the 
driver’s side. As far as service is concerned, 
the Globebus, like all new Fiat-based ‘vans, 
benefits from Camper Assistance (a 24/7, 
English-speaking helpline gives a Europe-wide 
breakdown service that aims to get you back 
on the road and/or home as soon as possible).

ROAD MANNERS
There’s just 100ccs of capacity separating the 
two engines, but each produces 130 horses 
of power to propel both Globebus and Exsis 
convincingly. 

The Globebus’ 2.3-litre motor displayed all 
that’s good in modern turbo-diesels; smooth 
and powerful, it contributes hugely to an 
overall superb driving experience. With one 
more ratio in its gearbox than the Exsis, the 
Globebus offers well-spaced gears, perfect 
for all road conditions. The driving position is 
also superior to the Exsis, as cab seat swivels 
make for a slightly high driving position in 
the Hymer. The Globebus may be a compact 
‘van, but that wonderful A-class ‘feel’ remains 
intact - with no standard commercial cab in 
evidence, you always know you’re driving an 
all-encompassing leisure vehicle. Conversion 
noise was well controlled too, something that’s 
not always the case with A-class motorhomes. 

This was my first experience of a 
Ford transit-based Hymer and I was not 
disappointed. That high-ish driving position 
was OK for my five-foot-ten frame, but the 
wheel did fall quite close to my lap. The 
Transit’s engineering feels solid as a rock, the 
small car-like wheel and switch-like gearchange 

proved great to use. On the 
road, 5th gear saw just 2500rpm 
generate 70mph which made for 
quiet, relaxed progress. The cruise 
control was also good to use, its 
steering wheel-mounted controls 
made it a cinch.

The Exsis also generated a 
commendable lack of conversion 
din. The ‘van’s engine proved 
powerful, quiet and capable, 
but displayed a more ‘brittle’ 
character than its rival; I stalled 
on more than one occasion 
and discovered that gunning 
the motor more than usual on 
takeoff was needed. 

As with many A-class 
motorhomes, the subject of cab 
doors is an issue. Just about 
all A-class ‘vans are made in 
mainland Europe, with caravan 
entrances on the UK offside. As 
a natural follow-on from this (and 

road, 5th gear saw just 2500rpm 
generate 70mph which made for 
quiet, relaxed progress. The cruise 
control was also good to use, its 
steering wheel-mounted controls 
made it a cinch.

commendable lack of conversion 
din. The ‘van’s engine proved 
powerful, quiet and capable, 
but displayed a more ‘brittle’ 
character than its rival; I stalled 
on more than one occasion 

the motor more than usual on 
takeoff was needed. 

 I LIKED
■ Unusual retro styling

■  Camper chassis-equipped Ducato 

base
■ 130bhp engine and six-speed gearbox

■ Excellent driving position

■  The absence of the wardrobe in the 

lounge
■ The oven
■ Sensible storage in washroom

■ Pullout steps for rear bed

■ Truma’s gas/mains heater

 I WOULD HAVE LIKED 

■  Drawers in the kitchen

■ A sliding washroom door

■ TV locker nearer the lounge

 I DISLIKED 

■  Thanks to the pullout steps, difficult 

night-time access to the washroom

DETHLEFFS GLOBEBUS i1
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3 Nearside washroom and offside wardrobe 
and kitchen stand aft of the lounge

4 The half-dinette-based lounge is opposite the caravan door

5 A drop-in table extension helps at mealtimes
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6 View forward shows washroom at left with sliding door. 
Up-front to the right is the caravan door and wardrobe

7 The wardrobe looms large in the lounge

8 Mealtimes see a swing-out table extension do duty

6

7

8

because these ‘vans are designed as left-hand 
drive) cab doors are fitted on the UK nearside. 
The Globebus comes fitted as standard with 
such and this door makes a convenient kerbside 
exit/entrance - a good thing considering the 
offside position of the caravan door. Hymer 
meanwhile has - commendably - decided to right 
a wrong and place the (optional) cab door on the 
UK driver’s side. That’s good, you may think, as 
did I. However, I also realised that with the Exsis 
configured like this, there is now no door adjacent 
to the UK kerbside. If possible, my Exsis-i would 
have its cab door fitted on our nearside.

     
LOUNGE AND DINE 
Swivelling cab seats and half dinettes provide 
lounging and dining facilities in both ‘vans. This 
is where these motorhomes score over their 
low profile counterparts, as A-class front ends 
are wider than standard cabs. This is especially 
true of the Exsis, as Ford’s Transit sports a 
narrower standard cab than the Ducato.

The dinettes also offer two forward-facing, 
belted travel seats in the rear. These seats are, 
like many others of the type, rather upright so 
it’s the cab seats that make the best choice 
for relaxing. However, the Globebus on test 
featured the optional Travel Lounge, which 
sees the forward-facing seat fitted with a 
mechanism that slides the base forward, 
changing the angle of the seatback and 
making it a tad more comfy.

In the Exsis, it’s the presence of the 
wardrobe upfront on the offside that cramps 
the lounge’s style. The wardrobe does offer 
a flat screen TV locker in its top, but it looms 
large in the lounge area. The Globebus sites 
its wardrobe aft and this makes its lounge 
more open, with a much better feeling of 
space within.

Mealtimes see the Globebus benefit from 
a drop-in table extension that improves dining 
versatility. Three can eat here in comfort and 
it would be possible for four - at a pinch - to 
dine. In the Exsis, it’s a neat swing-out end 
table extension that provides the route to 
more spacious eating space: again, three/four 
folks enjoying a repast is the score.

COOK’S QUARTERS 
Compact and bijou best describes both kitchens 
in these compact motorhomes. Even so, the 
Globebus galley manages to provide an oven 
where the Exsis has none - albeit at the expense 
of storage. The biggest downside to 
this is a lack of any drawers: in the 
Globebus you’ll need to install cutlery 
and utensil trays in a locker. The Exsis 
provides a handsome cutlery drawer 
and indeed (owing to the narrow 
space available) there’s no room for 
an oven to be fitted. Exsis’ three-
flame hob is ignition-equipped; in the 
Globebus you’ll light each burner 
manually. 

Both sinks are drainerless, but 
the Exsis circular unit sports a tiny 
draining ‘ledge’ within its bowl. A 
strange feature this - seemingly of 
little use, save to accommodate 
used tea bags or vegetable 
peelings. No formal area of 
worktop is present in either galley 
and the hinged lids over sink and 
hob will be your working surfaces, 
although the Exsis’ sink includes a 
very useful drop-in cutting board 
in heat-resisting plastic. 
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HYMER EXSIS-i 522

 I LIKED
■ Ford Transit base
■ High quality cab appointments
■ Potential low running costs
■ Swing-out table extension
■ TV locker in lounge
■ Good-sized cutlery drawer
■ Sink’s drop-in cutting board
■ Sensible storage in washroom
■ Pullout steps for rear bed
■ Truma’s gas/mains heater
 I WOULD HAVE LIKED 
■  A slightly lower driving position
■ A six-speed gearbox
■  Wardrobe re-sited away from the 

lounge

 I DISLIKED
■  Mains socket in washroom
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suds, even when on off-kilter pitches.
The right-hand rear of each room is home 

to a sensible wooden storage cabinet. Big and 
shelved, these should swallow all your cosmetics 
and spare loo rolls with ease. Only the presence 
of a mains socket in the Exsis’ locker was a 
slightly shocking. This definitely breaches UK 
domestic electrical safety regulations and should 
be approached with extreme caution. 

Basins are both big and easy to use, the 
Exsis’ round version a little easier to access 
than Globebus’ D-shaped device. It was no 
surprise to find Thetford’s finest - in the shape 
of swivel-bowl electric-flushing cassette toilet 
- in both little rooms. 

When the time comes to shower, both 
basins swing across over the toilets and hinged 
‘transition’ panels complete both shower 

  

PRICE
■ From £39,950 OTR. 
■ As tested: £43,285 OTR

BASICS (*manufacturer’s figures)
■ Berths: 4 
■  Three-point belted seats: 4 (including driver)
■  Warranty: 2 years base vehicle, 2 years 

conversion, 6 years water ingress
■ Badged as NCC EN1646 compliant: No
■  Construction: Alloy-clad sandwich 

construction A-class with GRP cab front, 
plastic wheel arches and applied mouldings, 
alloy skirts

■ Length: 5.99m (19ft 8in)*
■ Width: 2.15m (6ft 7.5in)*
■ Height: 2.62m (8ft 7in)*
■ Wheelbase: 3.45m (11ft 4in)*
■ Rear overhang: 1.60m (5ft 3in)
■ Maximum authorised weight: 3495kg*
■  Payload: 500kg* (After the vehicle in 

working order, driver (75kg), gas, fresh water 
and fuel tanks at 90 per cent of capacity)

THE VEHICLE
■  Engine: 2.3-litre common-rail turbo-diesel 

producing 130bhp
■  Transmission: Six-speed manual gearbox, 

front-wheel drive
■ Brakes: Servo-assisted discs all round
■  Suspension: Front: Independent Rear: Rigid 

axle
■  Features: Captain’s seats with integral 

seatbelts, ABS, ASR, cab air-conditioning, 
driver’s airbag, cab door with electric 
window on UK nearside, trip computer, four 
speakers, nearside cab door with electric 
window, electrically-adjustable mirrors, 
laptop storage locker, glove compartment, 
driver’s side storage bin, 12V socket

INSIDE
■  Layout: swivelling cab seats with A-class 

drop-down bed above, half-dinette ahead 
of offside kitchen, nearside washroom, 
transverse double bed above garage

■  Insulation: Floor 41mm, walls 34mm, roof 
34mm

■ Interior height: 1.89m (6ft 2.5in)

KITCHEN
■  Sink: Rectangular stainless steel unit with 

draining ledge, folding mixer tap, hinged 
glass lid

■  Cooker: Cramer three-burner hob, no 
ignition, Spinflo Duplex oven/grill, with 
electronic ignition

■  Fridge: Dometic C40 110 manual energy 
selection. Capacity 88 litres

WASHROOM
■  Toilet: Thetford swivel-bowl electric-flush 

cassette
■  Basin: Plastic unit with swivelling mixer tap 

with mirror above; swings across to help 
create showering area

■  Shower: As above with separate shower 
mixer tap on riser rail, twin-drain shower 
tray floor

BEDS
A-class double
■ Length: 1.88m (6ft 2in) 
■ Width: 1.40m (4ft 7in)
■ Headroom: 600mm (1ft 11.5in)
Rear double
■ Length: 1.91m (6ft 3in)
■ Width: 1.18m (3ft 10.5in)
■ Headroom: 760mm (1ft 6in)

EQUIPMENT 
■  Fresh water: Inboard, 116 litres (25.5 

gallons)
■  Waste water: Underslung, 90 litres (19.8 

gallons)
■  Water heater: Truma Combi EH boiler, 

gas/mains operation
■  Space heater: Truma Combi EH with 

blown-air, gas/mains operation
■ Leisure battery: 80 amp hr
■ Gas: Capacity two 11kg cylinders
■  Lighting: Fluorescent: In A-class bed, 

garage. Halogen downlighters: One above 
caravan door, two in lounge, four in kitchen, 
two in washroom, three in rear bedroom. 
Adjustable halogen reading lamps: Two in 
cab, two in lounge two in rear bedroom. 
Awning light

■  Sockets: 230V: Two (in kitchen), 12V: Two 
(in TV locker)

OPTIONAL EXTRAS
Fitted to test vehicle 
■  Base: Luxus Pack (£2320) includes: wood-

effect dash trim, radio pre-wiring, side 
marker lights, metallic paint (£730)

■  Conversion: As above, Luxus pack 
includes: flush-fit windows, indirect 
illumination, digital control panel, rear 
steadies, insulated waste water tank, round 
top entrance door, cab blinds, flyscreen 
door, Heki rooflight, dark pear wood furniture 
finish, illuminated plinth over kitchen, roof 
rack and ladder, travel lounge (£285)

Other options
■ Base: None
■ Conversion: None

E&OE

HEAD-TO-HEAD DATA   DETHLEFFS GLOBEBUS i1

150 I NOVEMBER 2007 MOTORCARAVAN MOTORHOME MONTHLY

The Exsis kitchen scores points for storage 
- apart from that drawer, it has a big cupboard 
below and two lockers above. A below the 
oven ‘hole’ and twin cupboards above put 
the Globebus kitchen in the shade as far as 
stashing space is concerned.

BATHING SPACE 
Not identical, but very similar, describes 
the Globebus and Exsis washrooms. The 
Globebus has a nice, domestic-style latch on 
its outward-opening door, but the Exsis goes 
one better with a space-saving slider. Both 
feature a ‘swinging wall’ that sees washbasins 
and the wall they’re mounted on swing to 
one side and help create separate showering 
spaces. ‘Wet room’ floors are equipped with 
two drains, designed to help evacuate the 

9 The kitchen offers an oven, but lacks drawers 

10 Washroom facilities, like the Exsis’, 
are compact, but capable

11 The shower features its own mixer tap

10

11

9
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PRICE
■ From: £37,895 OTR
■ As tested: £43,711 OTR

BASICS (*manufacturer’s figures)
■ Berths: 2/3
■  Three-point belted seats: 4 (including 

driver)
■  Warranty: 2 years base vehicle and 

conversion
■ Badged as NCC EN1646 compliant: No
■  Construction: Alloy-clad A-class with GRP 

front moulding, plastic wheel arches and 
applied mouldings, alloy skirts

■ Length: 6.15m (20ft 2in)*
■ Width: 2.14m (7ft 0in)*
■ Height: 2.72m (8ft 11in)*
■ Wheelbase: 3.27m (10ft 9in)
■ Rear overhang: 1.70m (5ft 7in)
■ Maximum authorised weight: 3500kg*
■  Payload: 765kg (After the vehicle in working 

order, driver (75kg), gas, fresh water and 
fuel tanks at 100 per cent of capacity)

THE VEHICLE
■  Engine: 2.2-litre common-rail turbo-diesel 

producing 130bhp
■  Transmission: Five-speed manual gearbox, 

front-wheel drive
■ Brakes: Servo-assisted discs all round
■  Suspension: Front: Independent Rear: rigid 

axle
■  Features: Driver and passenger airbags, 

captain’s seats with integral seatbelts, cab 
door with electric window on UK offside, air-
conditioning, dash-top snack table, electric 
mirrors, dash-top storage compartments, 
cruise control, radio/single CD player with 
steering column-mounted controls, trip 
computer, variable intermittent windscreen 
wiper control, two 12V sockets, cup holders, 
bottle holders, glove compartment

INSIDE 
Swivel cab seats and half-dinette, wardrobe 
on offside, centre kitchen and washroom, rear-
located transverse double bed above garage
■  Insulation: Floor 38mm, walls 35mm, roof 

35mm
■ Interior height: 1.90m (6ft 3in)

KITCHEN
■  Sink: Circular stainless steel unit with 

draining ledge, swan-neck single-lever 
mixer tap, drop-in cutting board

■  Cooker: Circular three-burner hob, hinged 
glass lid, electronic ignition

■  Fridge: Thetford N90, manual energy 
selection. Capacity 91 litres

WASHROOM
■  Toilet: Thetford swivel-bowl electric-flush 

cassette
■  Basin: Circular plastic unit swivels with 

mirror to allow showering
■  Shower: As above - creates shower 

compartment with twin-outlet tray, basin 
mixer tap head pulls out to attach to riser rail

BEDS
Rear fixed double
■ Length: 1.94m (6ft 4.5in) 
■ Width: 1.31m (4ft 3.5in)
■ Headroom: 870mm (2ft 3.5in)

EQUIPMENT 
■ Fresh water: Inboard, 100 litres (22 gallons)
■  Waste water: Underslung, 80 litres (17.6 

gallons)
■  Water heater: Truma Combi EH boiler, gas-

mains operation
■  Space heater: Truma Combi EH with 

blown-air, gas-mains operation
■ Leisure battery: 80 amp hr
■ Gas: Capacity two 11kg cylinders
■  Lighting: Halogen downlighters: two in cab, 

four in main living area, two in washroom, 
four in kitchen. Adjustable reading lamps: one 
in lounge, two at head of bed. Fluorescents: 
one in lounge. Awning light, auto lamp in 
wardrobe, halogen lamp in garage

■  Sockets: 230V: Three: (in TV locker, kitchen, 
washroom locker), 12V: One (in TV locker)

OPTIONAL EXTRAS
Fitted to test vehicle 
■  Base: 130bhp engine (£1,300), Comfort Pack 

(£1,200) includes: Electric mirrors, captain’s 
seats, Radio/CD player with four speakers. 
Elegance Pack (£1,500) includes: Silver paint 
work, wood effect dash trim, cruise control, 
cab air-conditioning, tinted windows

■  Conversion: As above comfort pack 
includes: Hymer rooflight, three-burner hob, 
larger fridge, flyscreen door, awning light, 
flat screen TV bracket, Child bed (£123), cab 
door (£1,149), table extension (£143), Truma 
EH heating upgrade (£401), 

Other options
■  Base: Alloy wheels (£764), towbar (£767), rev. 

cam. (£883), auxiliary heating for cab (£1,388)
■  Conversion: Additional garage door (£220), 

roof rack and ladder (£605), rear steadies 
(£224), SOG toilet vent (£174), additional 
socket (£62), second leisure battery (£243), 
outside gas point (£147) insulated/heated 
waste tank (£401), Hymer panoramic 
rooflight in washroom (£305)

E&OE
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Head-to-head test

compartments. The only difference here is 
the fact that the Globebus sports a separate 
shower mixer tap; in the Exsis a pullout head 
on the basin faucet does double duty. A neat 
and- clever feature of the Globebus is a toilet 
roll holder built in under the basin. 

Considering the small overall size of the 
two protagonists, both washrooms do very 
well indeed, especially when you consider that 
the shower compartments, once set up, do a 
very good job.

BED TIME 
One of the biggest differences between 
these two ‘vans is the fact that the Globebus 
provides a double bed in the cab where the 
Exsis has none. In classic A-class tradition, a 
seatbelt-style latch is released and a sharp tug 

sees a transverse double bed descend, the 
cab seat’s backs having been folded forward. 
Thanks to the Globebus’ modest width, this 
bed is not as long as some, but still offers a 
nearly six-foot-three sleeping space. A short 
ladder gets you aboard to discover a comfy 
mattress riding on sprung staves. The only 
other drawback is a distinct lack of headroom 
and this is due, again, to the Globebus’ 
modest dimensions - it’s quite a bit lower than 
a ‘regular’ A-class motorhome. Because of 
this, sleeping here will be fine for a couple of 
kids, but probably only one adult.

The front end of the Exsis is almost 
exclusively devoted to daytime activities, as 
there’s no A-class berth fitted here. However, 
dropping the table to half height and fitting a 
booster cushion to the adjacent swivelled cab 

12 A good-sized cutlery drawer adds to the compact 
galley’s appeal 

13 Sensible storage is a feature of the washroom

14 Like the Globebus, a swinging wall generates a 
separate shower

13

14

12

▲
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seat helps (along with the forward-facing seat) 
create a short, kid-friendly bed. 

There’s a shaped wooden support panel too, 
but - as seems to be the tradition with many 
lounge beds - I was unable to assemble the 
whole convincingly. No doubt one of Hymer 
UK’s experts will be on hand to demonstrate all 
when your Exsis-i is handed over.

The aft ends of both motorhomes follow a 
remarkably similar path, as in addition to the 
aforementioned transverse over-garage berths, 
they both feature clever pullout steps to help 
you gain the bed. Release catches, pull, and 
mini ‘staircases’ emerge at the aft end of both 
aisles to make going upstairs to bed easy. The 
Exsis’ version works very well, as the adjacent 
washroom door is unimpeded as it slides inside 
the washroom to open. Sadly, in the Globebus, 
the outward-opening, forward-hinged door is 
very much in the way. Night-time visits to the 
loo will, therefore, involve sliding the steps away 
in order to open the washroom door. 

Once you’ve climbed the ‘stairs’ you’ll 
find a pair of very comfy beds - the Globebus 
has slightly inconvenient windows at both 
ends and its bed is wider at the nearside, so 
sleeping heads to this side will be the norm. 
The Exsis only has a window at the foot (on the 
nearside), but Hymer provides boards to shield 
the window should you want to sleep heads 
to the offside. With reasonable headroom and 
ventilation above, both these beds should work 
very well. Even so, I’d look into the possibility 
of having a larger rooflight fitted above both. 
The prospect of better ventilation in summer 
and more natural light all year round would, for 
me, be worth the extra cash.

STORE ROOM 
The unique selling point of both the Dethleffs 
Globebus i1 and Hymer Exsis-i 522 is most 
definitely the presence of a garage. Being able to 
haul bulky kit associated with sporting activities 
(or just your general outdoor gear) and have it 
safely locked away out of sight is a big plus with 
any ‘van; with these compact motorhomes it’s 
an unexpected bonus. In spite of the presence of 
both the Truma heater and gas locker, the Exsis 
garage is spacious enough for a couple of bikes 
or maybe a small scooter. There’s plenty of room 
for other gear too and a set of neat shelves with 
cargo net retainers add versatility.

The Globebus garage fares less well as it 
offers a narrower space that will need careful 
measuring to see just what kind of velocipede 
might fit. There is shelf space in here too, as a 
full-width shelf (again with a net retainer) will 
take all manner of items. 

Inside, full complements of overhead lockers 
are joined, in the Exsis, by cubbies above the 
cab and various fabric pockets and shelves. 
Because of its A-class bed, the Globebus 
has no overcab storage, but counters with an 
underfloor compartment in the lounge. Both 
‘vans feature drawer and locker storage in and 
around their beds’ ‘staircases.’

Last and by no means least, both wardrobes 
(the Globebus’ is twixt kitchen and rear bed) are 
spacious and capable of swallowing much more 
than just the odd coat and dress.

LIFE SUPPORT 
Hurrah for common sense! Both Globebus and 
Exsis came with Truma’s top-tottie EH heating 
system. This provides blown-air heating and 
hot water using gas and mains power, and 
so is ultimately versatile, especially from the 
point of view of saving precious gas supplies. 
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15 An A-class bed helps the Globebus offer four berths 

16 ‘Stairs’ get you into bed

17 The garage offers reduced space
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The Truma EH is also very good at providing 
near-silent background heating when running 
on mains electricity. This is great for keeping 
night-time chills at bay and should not disturb 
your slumbers. 

In keeping with Continental tradition, fresh 
water tanks are big and mounted inboard, 
giving potential for all-year use. Waste water 
tanks are underslung, but the Globebus’ 
Luxus Pack sees its insulated against the cold. 
The Exsis’ waste tank can acquire insulation 
and heating for an extra £401.

In keeping with now almost universal flat 
screen TV presence, both ‘vans provide lockers 
and brackets to suit. The Globebus places its 
locker aft of the kitchen, above the wardrobe, 
where it serves the rear bed better than the 
more distant lounge. As previously mentioned, 
the Exsis TV mount is also above the wardrobe, 
but in the lounge, where it should provide 
perfect viewing from the swivelled cab seats. 

There is little to say about lighting 
provision, as copious quantities of lamps 
populate every area. However, these will need 
to be used carefully, either that, or you’ll need 
to get yourself a second leisure battery.

CONCLUSION 
As very interesting motorcaravans and viable 
alternatives to panel van conversions (albeit at 
the higher end of the market), Globebus and 
Exsis are both excellent. As tested, and with 
several desirable extras fitted, both ‘vans are 
comfortable and capable. Although compact 
in size, they still offer a ‘proper’ A-class 
motorcaravanning experience and I loved driving 
both. If you desire beds for more than two 
people then the Globebus - with its drop-down 
A-class bed - will be the obvious choice. Lacking 
a wardrobe in its lounge area, the Globebus is all 
the better at accommodating more people during 
the day too. Both kitchens are compact but 
usable - the Globebus sacrificing storage space 
for an oven. Exsis owners will probably be seen 
shopping for grill pan, double skillet and stove-
top toaster. Also, don’t forget low wattage mini 
ovens and toasters for under a fiver are available 
(from Tesco, for example) and can solve many 
culinary problems if hooked up to the mains.

It’s a close run thing when on the road, but 
the Globebus’ Ducato base gets it by a nose. 
This is down to the better driving position and 
six-speed gearbox. However, as a Ford fan, I 
must blow the Exsis’ trumpet, as equipment 
levels, reliability and potential low running 
costs make a good case for the Transit.

I love the retro look of the Globebus, but 
was infuriated by the rear bed’s access steps 
getting in the way of the washroom door. In 
spite of its slightly built-down-to-a-price feel, 
the Exsis is a ‘proper’ Hymer in miniature. In 
the final cut, I’d buy one or t’ other according 
to my particular needs, such is the appeal of 
both these two darling little motorhomes.

18 Another set of stairs leads you up to the Exsis’ comfy bed 

19 The wardrobe hides a Flat screen TV locker with mounting bracket

20 A bigger space than in its rival, the Exsis’ garage offers plenty of room
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