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This new caravan range is all about 
good value for families. And it’s a 
great price for a twin-axle six-berth. 
So what, if any, corners have been 
cut? Lets fi nd out…

I
n the current climate we’re all scrutinising what we buy 
for value. In comes the Xplore range, giving us another 
choice when it comes to cut price caravans. This model 

has a side washroom opposite the kitchen and a second lounge for 
the kids at the end, swiftly converting into two sets of bunks, 
sleeping four.  It’s lightweight for a six berth, and the bouncy, 
sprung sofas tell us that comfort, at least, has not been 
compromised. Weigh it up against Bailey Ranger and Lunar Zenith.
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Kitchen
Dometic fridge has chrome wire 
racking. The three steel gas burners 
and the stainless steel sink feel like 
quality, but there’s no grill or cooker.

Xplore 596 £12,295
 NEW VAN  6-BERTH  DOUBLE LOUNGE  TWIN AXLE  TOWMATCH D 

The sofas/beds…
…have sprung mattresses and are 
on beech slatted bases rather than 
ply. Nice to see that no corners 
have been cut here, despite the 
budget price of the caravan.

Interior is bright
Warm-coloured cabinetry and a 
well planned layout which make it 
seem wider than its 2.2m. There’s a 
midi-Heki roof light (window) 
above the front dining area. Note 
though – there’s no mains lighting 
so there’ll be more of a drain on 
your battery.

The gear
Just three burners on the hob, all 
gas. There’s a Prima Midi oven and 
the fridge is a respectable Thetford 
108-litre. It’s not as stylish as the 
curved door fridges you get in 
more expensive caravans, but it 
does the same job.

Beige geometric fabric
It’s neutral and inoffensive, though 
you do know this is a budget 
caravan from the feel of it. The 
fl ooring on the other hand is nice – 
the carpet a Berber-style bouclé 
and the vinyl an attractive wood-
strip style. Small snag – the carpet 
comes at an extra £195.

The kids’ room – metal-framed 
bunks go up in a matter of minutes. 

There’s less locker room here than 
in many – see the Bailey Pageant 
and Lunar Delta tests in this issue

This is your TV table
With aerial and power points at 
the bottom of the cabinet. You’ll 
also fi nd ducts for the blown air 
heating here.
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 NEW VAN  XPLORE 596

Kitchen workspace…
…is good, with room to the left of the 
sink and toughened glass covers to 
the sink and hob.

To the left…
…out of shot, is the door to the 
washroom – a substantially smaller 
one than the Lunar Delta we test 
this issue. There’s a full length door 
mirror with (rare in any caravan) 
space to stand back and check 
yourself out. 

Time for bed
Standard metal frame makes 
conversion a cinch. And these bed 
bases are beech slatted like the 
ones at the front. Mattresses are a 
decent 1.83-1.86m long.

Xplore 596
 Price £12,995 + delivery

 Berths 6 

 Dimensions 5.98m (l) x 2.20m (w) x 2.71m (h)

 Weight (MTPLM) 1530kg

 Equipment  Gas locker designed to take conventional 
or new BP Gas Light;  Truma Ultra-heat 
Piezo gas fi re, 2kw electric fi re and 
blown air heating; 3 burner hob; 108L 
Thetford fridge (piezo ignition)

 We like Its unpretentiousness. Its comfort

 We don’t like  Lack of mains lighting 

 Verdict There are more luxurious caravans, but  
  this is great for families on a budget

                     Info  www. explorer-group.co.uk

The sofas are sprung and very comfy for a budget caravan. 
There’s  a pull-out table, and the sofas convert to two 

singles or a double bed at night.

Washroom is small but usable, with 
chrome fittings and a swivel toilet to 

make the most of the space. It has  
blown air heating.

Acrylic tumbers £3 each, acrylic jug £10, 
Ella Doran rose plates £3.50 each, 
Geranium tray £9, all John Lewis. Cut 
velvet cushion £19.99 Dunelm Mill, 
www.dunhelm-mill.com, plant pot from 
a selection, Notcutts.

We used ...

The chassis
Explorer Group, 
which makes Xplore 
Compass, Elddis and 
Buccaneer caravans, is the 
only major UK 
manufacturer to use a 
chassis made by BPW rather 
than AL-KO. Both chassis 
companies are German. It 
means you can’t have AL-
KO’s ATC anti-snake device 
fi tted, but BPW has 
developed its own version, 
called IDC (Intelligent Drive 
Control). Ask your dealer 
about retrofi tting.

Sofa cushions are more 
comfy than you might expect 

at this price.


